IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

Tribble, James G. 
Appl.No.: 10/600,254 



Art Unit: 3711 



Examiner: Mark S. Graham 



Filed: June 20, 2003 



Atty. Docket: 91 1560/00003DIV 



For: Metal/Wood Bat Connection 
Assembly 



Response and Amendment 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated March 4, 2004, Applicant submits the following 
Amendment and Remarks. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required beyond 
those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. However, if 
additional extensions of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such 
extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36(a), and any fees required therefor 
(including fees for net addition of claims) are hereby authorized to be charged to our Deposit 
Account No. 19-4295. 

Kindly enter the following amendments: 



06/08/2004 SZEUDIE1 00000071 10600254 




172.00 OP 
27.00 OP 



CL935842.I 




STEPTOE & 
JOHNSON 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Morgan town Martinsburg Wheeling Huntington 



Bank One Center, Sixth Floor 
P.O. Box 2190 

Clarksburg, WV 26302-2190 

(304) 624-8000 (304) 624-8183 Fax 

www.steptoelaw.com 



June 3, 2004 



Writer's Contact Information^, 

304-624-8128 / 
dortenzo@steptoe^hnson.com 



MAIL STOP PATENT RESPONSE-FEE 
"Express Mail" Mailing Label No.: ER401609655US 

Date of Deposit: June 3, 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Re: U.S. Non-Provisional Utility Patent Application 
Appl. No. 10/600,254; Filed: June 20, 2003 
For: Metal/Wood Bat Connection Assembly 

Inventor: James G. Tribble 
OurRef: 91 1560/00003DIV 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for appropriate action are the following documents: 

1 . Response and Amendment; 

2. PTO 1083 (in duplicate); 

3. Our Check No. 7-23443 for $199.00 to cover the additional claim fee (small 
entity status); and 

4. One (1) return post card. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached post card be stamped with the date of filing of 
these documents and returned as soon as possible. 

In the event that extensions of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this patent 
application, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned. 



Ilfc TerraLex- 



Commissioner for Patents 
June 3 5 2004 
Page 2 



The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, or 
credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-4295. A duplicate copy of this letter is 
enclosed. 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,172 



MDD/tlb 
enclosures 

911560/00003DIV 



CL935974.1 



ft 



Steptoe & Johnson pllc 
Bank One Center 
P.O. Box 2190 
Clarksburg, WV 26302 
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In re application of: James G. Tribble 

For: Metal/Wood Bat Connection Assembly 

Appl.No. 10/600,254; Filed: June 20, 2003 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 

X Response 
- _X_ Additional claim fee is required 

The claim fee has been calculated as shown below: 



Attorney Docket No. 911560/00003DIV 







(Col. I) 






(Col. 2) 


(Col. 3) 






Claims 
Remaining 

After 
Amendment 






Highest No. 
Previously Paid 
For 


Present 
Extra 










TOTAL 


26 


MINUS 


23 


3 


INDEP. 


•7 


MINUS 


3 


4 


□ FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEP. CLAIM 



SMALL ENTITY 



OTHER THAN A 
SMALL ENTITY 



Rate 


Addit. 
Fee 


Or 


Rate 


Addit. 
Fee 


x9 = 


$ 27.00 




x 18 = 


$ 


00.00 


x43 = 


$172.00 




x86 = 


$ 


00.00 


+145 = 


$ .00 




+ 290 = 


$ 


00.00 


Total 

Addit. Fee 


$ 199.00 


OR 


TOTAL 


$ 


00.00 



* If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2, write "0" in Col. 3. 

** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write "20" in this space. 
*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write "3" in this space. 

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest number found from the equivalent box in Col. 1 of a prior amendment or the 
number of claims originally filed. 

A check No. 7-23443 the amount of $199.00 to cover additional claim fee is enclosed. 

X The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-4295. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

X Any filing fees under 3 7 CFR 1 . 1 6 for the presentation of extra claims. 
X Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 

X The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees during the pendency of this 
application or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-4295. A duplicate of this sheet is attached. 

X Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17 

The issue fee set in 37 CFR 1 . 1 8 at or before mailing of the Notice of Allowance, pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .3 1 1(b). 

X Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 . 1 6 for presentation of extra claims. 



F ssnectfully sdbmitted, J 



\ 



Megan DJ Dortenzo 
RegisWon No. 39,172 



Date 



CL93 5977.1 



